Clemmons Presbyterian Church

10:00 am Worship Service September 13, 2026

A warm welcome is extended to all.

CHIMES

Three chimes initiate our worship representing the presence of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit who calls us into being and worship.

WELCOME Kaylee Hilston

THE LIFE & WORK OF THE CONGREGATION and THE RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP
- Sam Boger/Blood Drive update

PRELUDE Go Down Moses Mark Hayes

Wc Gathcr Around Thc Word,

CALL TO WORSHIP Kaylee Hilston

One: We bow with the rolling rocks.

All: God is our strength and salvation.

One: We sing with the roaring rivers.

All: God is our justice and joy.

One: We will never stop telling God’s story.

All: God is the hope of our ancestors.

One: With all that we have and all that we are, we say:
All: God is so good!

*HYMN #65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah CWM RHONDDA

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways
like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our
own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left
undone those things which we ought to have done; and have done those
things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Forgive those who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent,
according to your promises declared to the world in Jesus Christ our
Lord. And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a holy,
just, and humble life to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

*TIME OF SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

One: Be kind to one another, and tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ has forgiven you. Friends, may the peace of Christ be with you!

All: And also with you. (Worshipers are now invited to turn to their neighbor
and to the camera extending the peace of Christ. Please be considerate of
others who may choose to sign or elbow bump with concerns of passing illness
and infection.)

*HYMN #581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI

to Hcar God’s Worc],




PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) Roxanne Wilson

Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, and prepare our hearts to accept your word.
Silence in us any voice but your own, that, hearing we may also obey your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 14:19-31 (OT- p.58)
ANTHEM Restoration Sorenson & Chesnokov

Forgive our sin, O Lord.
Heal us and restore us, we pray.
Take our iniquities. Cleanse us from every evil.
Restore the joy of Your salvation.
Heal all our brokenness.
Mend the places marred by our sin.
Cover our stains with grace. Loosen the chains that bind us.
Redeem our weakness for Your glory.

Teach us to follow You.
Give us the strength to walk in Your truth.
Lead us in pastures green.
Give us the victory, Lord, for Your name!

Rebuild the shattered walls.
Gather Your children back to Your love;
And by Your power we will conquer all!

Kyrie, Amen.
TIME FOR CHILDREN & PENNIES FOR HUNGER OFFERING Kaylee Hilston
SECOND READING Matthew 18:21-35 (NT- p.19)
SERMON A Lesson in Forgiveness Rev. Lesher-Thomas

to Kcspond to the Word,

*HYMN #754 Help Us Accept Each Other BARONITA

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) A portion of the Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life.

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves
and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the
one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets
and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us
through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls [every individual] to
all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us
courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as
Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the
voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom,
and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve
Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for
God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

OFFERING OUR TITHES AND GIFTS

OFFERTORY Offertory on “Germany" Robert Swift
*DOXOLOGY #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (hymnal page 35)



and to be Sent with the Word.

*HYMN #435 There's a Wideness in God's Mercy IN BABILONE
*BENEDICTION

*THE CHIMES
Three chimes, for the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
signal the end of our worship sending us forth into a new week of service.

POSTLUDE Lancashire David Lasky

*Please stand as you are able.
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune

until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirring hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans. Peter Williams, 1771; stanzas 2-3, trans. William Williams, 1772
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907

CWM RHONDDA
8.7.8.7.8.7.7



Help Us Accept Each Other /54
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1 Help us ac - cept each oth - er as Christ ac - cept-ed us;
2 Teach us, O Lord, your les - sons, as in our dai-ly life
3 Let your ac - cep - tance change us, so that we may be moved
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Be pres - ent, Lord, a-mong us and bring us to Dbe-lieve
Teach us to care for peo - ple, for all, not just for some,
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we are our-selves ac - cept - ed, and meant to love and live.
to love them as we find them, or as they may be-come.
the ta - ble of for - give-ness, and laugh - ter’s heal -ing art.
re - new us with your Spir - it; Lord, free us; make us one!

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

The scriptural basis of this text is Romans 15:7, recast as a prayer in the opening two lines of the first stanza.
The many implications of living as people who have been accepted by Christ fill the remaining stanzas. This

tune was composed for the first publication of this text.

TEXT: Fred Kaan, 1974 BARONITA
7.6.7.6.D

MUSIC: Doreen Potter, 1974
Text and Music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company



FORGIVENESS

435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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These stanzas, excerpted from quite a few more, offer a reminder that the model for our dealings with others
should be God'’s generosity rather than limited human tolerance. The text is effectively set to a broad and
sturdy Dutch folk melody, probably from the 17th century.

TEXT: Frederick William Faber, 1854, alt.

IN BABILONE
MUSIC: Dutch melody; arr. Julius Réntgen, c. 1906

8.7.8.7.D
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